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PREFACE

The Kiraterjuriye is one of the six Maha-
kavyas ‘great poems’ or ‘excellent compositions in
Sanskrit' as Colebrooke ealls them, tranpslations
nfthe first three of which, namely the Raghuransha,
the Kwmar Sembhave, and the Meghduio are
included in my Find! Kulidase published thirtyfour
yvears ago. 1t was also then proposed to publish trans-
lationsof the other three and the Kiratarjusniyea both
in time and importance claims the first place.
Only half the book, however, could be translated
and is now submitted to the judgment of the puble,

“ The author Bharavi, who was a eontemporary
ar a successor of Kalidasa is by a long way inferior
t0 him in all the qualities which make a true and a
great poet. But nevertheless Bharavi boasts of a
thought and a language, a spirit and lofty eloquence
of expression which Kalidasa seldom equals.  Only
one Mahakavva has been left to us and it is one of
the most spirited of poems in the Sanskrit language.

“The story is takeu from the Mababharata.
Yudhisthira is in oxile. His spirited wife nrges him
o break the treabty with his cousins and $0 win back
the kingdom. Yudhisthira's spirited brother Bhima
suppurts Draupadi but be is not to be moved from
his plighted word. In the meantime Vyasa comes
aud advises Arjun to seek by penance the celestial
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arms with which he will be able to conquer his foes
in the hour of battle. Arjun takes leave of his
brothers and of Draupadi and retires into the soli-
tude of the Himalaya Mountains to perform his
penance. Here Indra sends celestial nymphs to
lure him from his austere rights. The hero is,
however, unshaken. Indra appears in disguise and
after a vain attempt to dissuvade him from his
penance advises him to win the celestial arms by the
worship of Siva.

“ Once more Arjun engages in penance and after
sometime Siva approaches hiruin the forin of «
Kirata or wild hunter. A wild boar attacks Arjun
and is slain. Both Arjun and Kiratu claim the
merit of having slain the animal and thus a quarrel
is picked up which leads to a fight at the ond of
which Siva reveals himself, blesses the saintly warrior
and bestows on him the coveted arms by which he is
to win back his kingdom and his fame.”

Regarding the age of Bharavi, the earliest
known authentic reference is in an inseription datod
556 Saka or 638 A. D. in which he is spoken of as
being a renowned poet. Nothing more hus vet

been ascertained about him.
SITARAM

ALLAKABAD
&th January 1996
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